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Outline

How can we build and sustain a community of practice on web-based platforms to 
share and learn from each other with the aim of better informing climate action 
through effective web-based platforms?
What are the major challenges that should be the focus of our attention?

• What is weADAPT?

• What have we learned so far?
• User needs
• Sustaining a community and a platform

• Some remaining challenges and a possible solution - Linked Open Data













Building & sustaining 
a knowledge platform



https://www.placard-network.eu/good-practice-for-online-knowledge-sharing/





USER NEEDS: What characteristics do you 
value most in knowledge platforms ?

124 respondents

[Adaptation Futures 2016, post-conference]



Understanding user needs

National stakeholders, during a PLACARD workshop:

• The ability to search for people – what experts are working on CCA/DRR in my 
country?

• The ability to find and cluster key knowledge – what projects in my region have 
focused on flooding in the past 10 years? What have they learned?

• The ability to find more broadly relevant information – what good practices, 
solutions and plans exist for wildfire management in Europe?

weADAPT users, through user surveys and workshops: 

• Credible knowledge 
• Lessons from implementation – latest ‘good’ practice
• Background information & ‘explainers’ 
• Ability to discuss and ask questions – peer support
• Videos and quick/easy to digest material





Building & sustaining a platform – energy & funds





Sustaining a knowledge platform - innovation

https://www.weadapt.org/knowledge-base/guidance/weadapt-services

https://www.weadapt.org/microsites

https://www.weadapt.org/knowledge-base/guidance/weadapt-launches-new-partner-website-

service

https://www.weadapt.org/knowledge-base/guidance/weadapt-services
https://www.weadapt.org/microsites
https://www.weadapt.org/knowledge-base/guidance/weadapt-launches-new-partner-website-service


Sustaining a knowledge platform - CHAMPIONS



Linking Open Data:
Tagging for 
enhanced 
knowledge  
discoverability



Some key challenges for adaptation IKM





Current keyword tagging



Tagging on weADAPT





ToolShed presentation – Sukaina Bharwani 14:15-16:00 Thursday 
Venue: ToolShed 1.3, Level 1













Connecting knowledge across platforms requires use & consistent 

application of a SHARED LANGUAGE for tagging knowledge online.

Language translations, differences in local usage of terms…

Modelling semantic connections…

Do you want to be involved? Email us!

• Julia.Barrott@sei.org

• Sukaina.Bharwani@sei.org

The challenge!

mailto:Julia.Barrott@sei.org
mailto:Sukaina.Bharwani@sei.org


Conclusions & moving forward

How can we build and sustain a community of practice on web-based platforms to 
share and learn from each other with the aim of better informing climate action 
through effective web-based platforms?

• Elicit and be responsive to user needs
• Relationships – with users, organisations, and are key!
• Let’s get to know one another – Let’s talk! 

• Keep sharing insights and holding workshops
• Build a community of practice - Friends of Knowledge 

Management?

What are the major challenges that should be the focus of our attention?

• Proliferation of platforms – keeping relevant knowledge connected
• Eliciting and responding to evolving user needs



www.placard-network.eu

• Good practice for online knowledge sharing

• PLACARD Connectivity Hub

• Words matter – using language & technology to 
better inform the CCA & DRR communities

• Enhancing learning, communication & knowledge –
sharing by design

www.sei.org & www.weADAPT.org 

• Knowledge brokers for a changing climate

• weADAPT: celebrating 10 years at the forefront of 
climate change adaptation research and practice

• Visualizing connections: Mapping the landscape of 
adaptation research and practice through 
weADAPT

• Learning across locales, organizations and 
networks: The weADAPT experience

THANK YOU!

https://www.placard-network.eu/good-practice-for-online-knowledge-sharing/
https://www.placard-network.eu/our-work/connectivity-hub/
https://www.placard-network.eu/words-matter-using-language-technology-to-better-inform-the-cca-drr-communities/
https://www.placard-network.eu/enhancing-learning-communication-knowledge-sharing-by-design/
https://www.sei.org/perspectives/knowledge-brokers-changing-climate/
https://www.sei.org/featured/weadapt-celebrating-10-years-anniversary-in-2017/
https://www.sei.org/publications/visualizing-connections-mapping-the-landscape-of-adaptation-research-and-practice-through-weadapt/
https://www.sei.org/publications/learning-across-locales-organizations-and-networks-the-weadapt-experience/

